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CHIEF MALKIN: Today is January 10th, 


2002. The time is 9:28 p.m. This is 


Battalion Chief Malkin of the Safety 


Battalion. I'm conducting an interview with 


Lieutenant James McGlynn of Engine 39 


regarding the events of September 11th. 


q 


There's nobody else in the room, and we're 


in the office of Engine 39. What follows is 
the interview. 


A. I was in this office when it came over 


the PA system that there was a report that a 


plane hit the World Trade Center. So I turned up 


the volume on the department radio and turned the 


TV on. You could see from the silhouette that 


it's obvious that a fairly large-size plane has 


hit the World Trade Center, the north tower, and 


that it was obviously going to be a major fire 
disaster, a huge loss of life. 


Pretty much about the same time, over 


the department radio I heard an officer giving a 


report to the dispatcher to send all available 


units, send as many EMS ambulances that they 
could, that there was going to be a major loss of 


life. 
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Pretty much about that time we were 


dispatched on the third alarm with the high-rise 


rig. The high-rise rig is an additional 


apparatus that we have in quarters. It's mainly 


used to support high-rise fires. It provides 


different tools such as fans, electrical 
generators, hour cylinders, things of that 


nature. 


We left here pretty much immediately. 


S 


We responded with five guys instead of four. It 


was right at the change of tours. One of the 


guys was an experienced chauffeur, and he said he 


wanted to take the run in. I wanted an extra guy 


to drive the high-rise rig who had some 


xperience. He said he wanted to take the run, 
and I said, "Fine, let's go." 

So I responded with five guys. We 
headed down Second Avenue. I can just remember 
looking up and seeing the smoke coming from the 


north tower, large smoke billowing out, heavy, 


heavy thick smoke. So we knew obviously that we 
were going to have our hands full. 
One thing I noticed was the traffic was 


for some reason very light. We went down on 
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Houston Street I would say within -- from here, 


this on 67th Street. We were on Houston Street 


somewhere in the area of eight or nine minutes, 


and this is at rush hour. It can take you that 


much time to go around the block at this time. 


This particular day for some reason or other 


traffic was light. 
We were heading across Houston before 


we made the left on West End Avenue. At that 


time I saw the plume of heavy fire engulf the 


north tower, what looked like the north tower. I 


thought it might have been a secondary explosion, 


it might have been a bomb. I didn't know what it 


was. It turned out later that I found out that 


that was the second tower being hit. 
From my approach, they both were kind 


of lined up, so you couldn't distinguish one from 


the other, especially when you just saw the top 
20 floors or so that were just totally engulfed 
in smoke. 


We pulled up. We arrived, I would say, 


probably from here to there -- it originally came 
in 8:45. We were dispatched at 8:52. I think we 


were down there right around a little after 9, 
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because we were there maybe a minute after the 
second plane hit. 
I saw Chief Ganci and his aide as I got 


off the rig. His aide said, "Watch out. There 


are people jumping." We pulled up right along 
side the north tower on West End Avenue. The 
aide said, "Watch out. People are jumping." I 


just said okay. 
At that point I decided to walk under a 
pedestrian crosswalk. Now, from this map it 


looks like it's over here. 


QO. That's the north walk bridge on West 
street. 

A. Right. There's a second one down here. 

QO. At Liberty Street. 

A. To my knowledge, there's one much 
closer here, but maybe I'm mistaken. Maybe the 
map is off. But to my knowledge, it's much 


closer here, because I remember walking under the 
pedestrian bridge. 


As we were walking, I was watching out 


for people jumping, because we got right about 
here and I had people stop and wait. I said 


okay, let me take a look up and see if I see 
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anybody coming down, before we ran from this 
point into the building. 


Q. Where did you park the rig now? 


4 


- 


A. he rig was on West End Avenue. 


4 
a 


Q. 


his is West Street, and West End 


Avenue is way over here. 


A. I'm sorry. 

Q. So you were on West Street? 

A. West Street, yeah. 

QO. You were near the north walk bridge 
someplace? 

A. Yeah. 


We basically reported to the north 


tower with my guys. Everybody had their rollups, 


an extra cylinder, the standpipe kit. We 


reported into the command station there. As soon 
as we walked in, one of I guess the aides said, 


"Start walking up the B stairwell with your men 


and team up with Engine 65." 

We walked all the way up. We started 
walking up and stopping, I would say, about every 
ten floors or so because of getting tired. I 
said there's no sense getting all the way up 


there and being exhausted. So we were stopping 
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about every ten floors to regroup, passing people 


who were 


evacuating at that time, civilians. 


We made it up to approximately I 


believe it was the 3lst floor. On the 3lst floor 


we felt 


the building began to shake. It appeared 


that that 


Q. 


A. 


> 


t building was starting to come down. 
Your building? 
The north tower. 


Right. 
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Q. He didn't appear to be excited? 
A. The building was shaking at this point, 
so I believe he was crying. But he was 


definitely upset. I don't know whatever happened 


to him. I don't know if he ever made it out. 
After the building stopped shaking, 
there happened to be a chief there. I asked the 


chief, "What's going on?" There were different 


things being said among the guys. Like one guy 


from rescue was saying he was thinking it was 


just the facade of the building, that nothing was 


going to happen to this building, that we were 


safe. I said, "Well, I hope that's it." 


It felt kind of like it wasn't 


immediately right around you. The fire was on 


the 80th floor. We were on the 31st. Any time 


I've heard of a collapse, it was never an entir 


building like this turned out to be. 
Anyway, I said, "Okay, Chief, what's 
going on?" He's on a different channel than I 


am. I figured he was getting different 


information. I believe he got information that 


the south tower was down, and he just said we're 


evacuating and that's it. Okay, fine. That's 
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enough for me. Let's just evacuate this building 
and see what's going on. 

I was thinking maybe he knows something 
more than I do, but I was also wondering how we 
were now going to fight a fire for a building 
that's on the 80th floor if we're abandoning the 
World Trade Center. This is not good. Obviously 
you can't do a surround and drown on the World 
Trade Center. 

So we just basically started walking 


down the stairs, and at this point we passed som 


civilians, not many. It was mainly firemen who 


were evacuating. We stopped to help some 


civilians out to give them some air that had some 


problems. The stairway was fairly clear. 


We passed some units on the way down. 


The only one I remember specifically was Freddie 


Tll from 2 Truck. I said to Captain Ill, "Let's 


go. We're evacuating. Let's go. Let's get out 
of here." He said, "Is that on your orders?" I 
said, "No, it was a chief on the 3lst floor." He 


said, "Okay. Just let me get my guys." 


Anywhere, there was some confusion down 


there as to whether the order was given to -- I 
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found out later whether to evacuate, and then I 


heard was rescinded and then it was issued again. 


That's all what I've heard is rumors. I can't 


say that that's exactly happened. 


So we continued down the stairs to the 
lobby. We made it out into the lobby. When we 
made it to the lobby, I could see outside how bad 
it was, how the street was now full of concrete 
dust and fallen building parts. 

It's obvious now, what happened was 
that vibration that we felt was the south tower 


collapsing. It wasn't this building. It was the 


south tower that had come down. 
I saw what was going on outside, and I 


said, okay, this is really bad. I grabbed my 


guys and said, "Let's do a quick roll call and 


make sure we hav verybody. Everybody stay 


together." When I took the roll call, I realized 


that I was missing one guy, John Drumm, detailed 


to the truck. 


I asked the guys when the last time 


they saw him, and they said the last time they 
saw him was the second floor. We had been 


helping some people down along the way, and I 
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assumed that maybe he got stuck with somebody and 


wasn't able to get them down the stairs. 

We went back into the stairwell. I 
said, "Okay, let's go see if we can help John 
out." We went back into the stairwell. We 


walked up three or four flights. Again I said, 


"Are you sure you saw him on the second floor?" 
They said, "Yes." 


We yelled on the fourth floor, we 


yelled on the third floor, the second floor, 


yelled on the handy talky. No response. I said, 


"Okay. He must have kept going." At that point 


we turned around and decided to exit. We said, 
"Okay, let's get out of here." When we turned 


around to exit, the building came down. 


I believe I was between the second and 


third floor on the half landing, and it started 


to shake and vibrate. Then I heard the sound of 


floors imploding one on top of the other. You 


heard it coming, and you heard it getting louder 


and louder and louder and louder and things are 
coming down on top of you. 


I hit the floor, and I rolled to the 


wall and just kind of covered up into a fetal 
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position and started saying my prayers. Finally 
that stopped, and the debris started coming. 
When the loud banging stopped, I said, okay, at 
least I'm not going to get crushed or I'm not 
going to get crushed on impact. 


Then the debris kept coming, and it 


started covering me up and I thought, oh, God, 
I'm going to die and just get buried alive. I 


said I would just rather die quickly than get 


buried alive. Then that stopped. 


Then I felt this strange thing like air 


rushing up. The only thing I thought, "Am I 
falling? Am I going to heaven?" I didn't know 


what was going on. I think my only explanation 


is that that was the outside of the building 


tumbling to the street and then forcing air in 


and then it having nowhere to go but it came up. 


That's my only possible explanation of what 
happened there. 


Then that stopped, and I just waited 


around and kind of nothing else happened. I 
stood up, kind of brushed myself off and kind of 
felt all my body parts. I said, "Well, okay, I'm 


alive and I'm okay." It was kind of a shock; 
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there was nothing missing, nothing broken, 
nothing. 
QO. You were in the stairwell at this time 


on the second or third floor, somewhere over 


there? 
A. Yeah. 
Q. Could you see daylight? Was the 


building collapsed? Was it black? 
A. No, at this point it wasn't black. It 


was kind of like a twilight. There was some very 


little light. Initially it was very dark. Then 
all that, the smoke and the dust and everything, 
lifted and you could see. 

Q. Daylight? 


A. There was still smoke and there was 


still dust. It wasn't pitch dark, but it wasn't 
like daylight. 

Q. Right. 

A. Then finally after a while I began to 
see light come in. 


Keep in mind, obviously, that that 


whole area when you see the films, whatever, that 


whole area was just filled with dust. So there 


was going to be very, very little visibility. 
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But after a while when that settled, 


that's when we realized what happened. That 


when we realized and we started to see light come 


through, and it came through what was left of the 


building. That's when you realized that this 


whole building had come down and really what was 


happening. I still didn't think that the whole 
building came down. 


At this point I talked to my two guys 


below me. We're okay. I had three guys with me. 
Two guys below me were okay. One of the guys was 
with me. He was okay. Everybody basically 


around us was okay. 

One guy from Ladder © was with me, 
Chief Picciotto was with me, and Ladder 6, a 
couple guys were right above me. Also at that 
time Chief Prunty -- I started giving maydays 


over the handy talky, about a hundred maydays, 


and no answer, no acknowledgment, no response. 


You just kind of waited around a little bit. 


Shortly after I gave the maydays, Chief 


Prunty contacted me on the handy talky, and he 


was trapped. He gave me a general idea where he 


was. I said, "Chief, okay." He told me that he 
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was trapped and he was losing consciousness and 
he wasn't doing well. I said, "Chief, just hang 
in there. We're going to come and get you. Just 
hang in there." 

I was able to walk up a flight of 
stairs. The stairs, instead of being in a normal 
position, they were kind of pushed out like they 
were against the walls, and there was no way out 


down. That area was blocked off. I could go up, 


but there was Ladder 6 was above me. They 
said, "Stay where you are. There's nowhere to go 
up here." 


Keep in mind that just walking on this 
thing, you're afraid the whole rest of the thing 
was going to come down. They said, "There's no 
way you can go from up here. Just stay where you 


are. 


There was a door there. I was able to 


force the door with the guy from Ladder 6, the 


door leading out of the stairwell onto that 


floor. We crawled in. I looked around in there. 
I thought there would be possibly some way out or 


something like that, not having an idea of the 


full impact of what happened. 
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No, can't go anywhere there. I crawled 
back out. I tried to reach the chief again and 
said, "Chief, hang in there. Rescue is coming." 


I just tried to give him some kind of 
encouragement to hang in there and see if there 


was anything we could do. 


Q. This is all handy talky contact? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Did you really have any idea where he 
was? 

A. No, not really. I knew he was in 


trouble. I asked the guys below me, do they know 


where he is? They could hear him without -- 


Q. The handy talky? 


A. -- the handy talky. 
Q. so he was near you. 
A. So they could hear him, but they 


couldn't get to him. They were in a very 


precarious situation also. They were in an area 


where they were on this area, and right next to 
them was just this hole and the hole went down 
like 30 feet or something. 

I just said, "Okay, hang in there." At 


this time you're still thinking that, okay, 
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there's going to be help arriving soon, not 


really grasping the full impact of what happened, 
just saying, okay, let's just hang in there. 


He could talk. He was breathing. He 


said he was pinned. I said, "All right, listen, 


we need some outside help here. We can't do 


anything." There was no way I could get to him. 
I said to my two guys below, "Can you get to him 


at all?" They said, "No." I said, "All right. 


Just try to talk to him. Try to keep him 
conscious. See what you can do, and let's just 
see if we can get some help.” 

This was very early. This was probably 
11:00 or so. 


The dust and everything after a while 


began to lift. You saw a little bit of light 


come in. When you saw light, you began to get a 
better picture of what happened. When I say 
"light," I saw like a beam of light of a couple 
inches or something, not something where all of a 
sudden it was daylight. 

You just saw a beam come there, and 
that's when you knew where you were kind of. You 


knew there wasn't 50 or 60 floors on top of you 
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or 100 floors on top of you. We were on the 


third or fourth floor, and it was a 110-story 


building. There could be 100 stories on top of 
us, which means --— 
Number one, I saw light. So I said, 


okay, that's a good thing. At the same time I 


know I'm seeing light and I'm saying that means 


that this building is down. 


So we just kind of stayed there, tried 


to make contact with other units. At some point 


probably maybe an hour or so after that -- I 
don't know if it was Captain now Chief Jonas made 
contact with some outside units or maybe it was 
Chief Picciotto. I'm not 100 percent sure who 


made contact. 


But there was contact with outside 


units, and they said, "Okay, we know that you're 


there, but we can't come for you right now." 
They said they had a 40-story building, which I 
guess was -—— 

QO. Was it Seven World Trade that was on 


fire? Across from the north tower. 


A. I think it's this, Northeast Plaza. 


QO. Northeast Plaza? 
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A. That came down too; right? 
QO. Uh-huh. 
A. I think that's what it was. That came 


down. Well, they said that's fully involved at 


this time. This was a fully involved building. 
I said, all right, they're not coming for us for 
a while. Now you're trapped in this rubble, and 
you're trying to get a grasp of an idea of what's 
going on there. I heard on the handy talky that 
we are now fighting a 40-story building fully 
involved. 

Now you're trapped in rubble and the 
guys who are there are fighting the worst 


high-rise fire in the history of New York or 


history of the world, probably. I don't know, 


40-story building fully involved, I guess that 


was probably the worst. 


QO. I would have been tempted to start 


cursing and say, "Come and get me and forget the 
fire." 

A. Well, I was saying to myself, well, you 
know, they said they can't come for us. I was 
thinking of Chief Prunty because I'm saying, all 


right, I'm alive. I was, needless to say, scared 
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to death that something else was going to fall on 


us, that this building was going to come down and 


we were all going to die, after surviving the 
worst of it. 


At the same time I'm thinking of Chief 


Prunty, who is a floor or so below me, and 


there's nothing I can co, 


P| We couldn't go down; we couldn't go up. 
Q. How were your guys at this time? 
A. Amazingly they were pretty good. Bob 
Bacon was with me. He was banged up a little 


bit. He had blood from his teeth. I think he 


chipped a couple of teeth. Two guys below, I 


don't know how they're in this darkroom, dark 
area. 
Basically what happened with them, 


Chief, is that they were in the lobby and they 


entered the stairwell. They opened the door to 


the stairwell, and I think they stayed there when 


myself and Bacon went up looking for John Drumm. 
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Since they opened the door and stayed 
in that stairwell, that saved them. Chief Prunty 


stayed in the lobby, and he was directing people 


out of the building at the time. Before that I 


was standing out there too saying, "Okay, let 
go, let's go. Come on, let's go." He just was 


in the wrong place, because the lobby came down. 


When the building came down, he was in the lobby 


and there was nothing to stop it. 


q 


The only thing in the stairwell, it's 


kind of strange, just because that guy who was in 


rescue on the 31st floor, he said the safest 


place to be is in the stairwell. Well, that 
makes sense. Sure enough, we just happened to be 
in that stairwell when it came down. Purely God 


or accident, whatever, that's where we were. 


When that stairwell came down, what 


happened was what forced the stairwell to stay up 
except the building materials collapsed and made 


that give way. But where we were, that part of 


the building just fell around it. I could draw 


you a diagram. 


I could show you that all that was 


left -- just roughly say here's the World Trade 
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Center. This is 110 stories. We were somewher 


in here, and this is the stair. When this whole 
building came down, this is all that survived, 


this little nub -- 


QO. Unbelievable. 
A. -- of about, I would say, five stories. 
That's where we were. We were in there. 


What happened is the rest of this 


stairwell, when the building collapsed, took this 


with it. But at this point all this stuff just 
kind of -- 
QO. Peeled off to the sides. There was a 
mountain on the top. That was a protected area. 
A. When we came out, right here there was 
this gully. It went something like this. I 


remember when we finally came out, we had to walk 


down into this crater. I just remember looking 


out here and seeing like right here people looked 


so close, but when I walked down they looked like 


far away. It was like are my eyes playing tricks 
on me? Why do they look -- your senses were off. 
QO. What formed those gullies on the side? 


I mean, obviously there were eight basement 


levels below that, probably, so this is more or 
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less like a collapse from the building parts -- 


A. Right, all the stuff, right. 

Q. -- just pushing everything down next to 
the building. 

A. Right. 


So basically we just stayed there and 


waited and tried to make contact. Finally we 


made contact. I think Jay Jonas -- I don't know 


exactly who, but I know he made contact with 


Chief Visconti. The thing was we were trying to 
tell them where we were. We just kept telling 
them we're in the B stairwell. 


I remember everybody had the same 


exasperation I did. We must have told them a 


hundred times: "B stairwell in the second floor, 
third floor, fourth floor of the north tower. I 


mean, B stairwell, second, third, fourth floor, 


north tower. B stairwell, north tower." "Where 
are you?" "North tower, stairway B, second, 
third floor." 

You could hear they didn't understand 
where we were. I'm keep going, "My God, why 
aren't you listening?" Then they said, "Where's 


the north tower?" I was like, "What do you mean, 
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where's the north tower? The World Trade Center. 
There's Two World Trade Centers." 


Even though we knew there was a 


collapse, the idea that both of these buildings 
were totally down -- 

QO. Just fallen. 

A. -- and this was all that was left was 
something that was just -- 

QO. You couldn't understand that? 

A. No. It was unimaginable. 

Finally what happened was one of the 

guys from Ladder 43 and I'm sure other companies 


set up these wire ropes and were able to find us. 


Chief Picciotto had a bullhorn or something, I 
think, that he used. I guess you can make some 
kind of siren device with that or something. 


q 


They were able to key in as to where we were. 


q 


Then they made contact. Ladder 6, as I said, was 


right above us. They had that woman Josephine. 
When they made contact and I said, 


okay, I sent my guy up, Bob Bacon, and I still 


had two guys below. I had to tell people wher 
Chief Prunty is. Glen Rohan from 43 Truck -- I 


sent Bacon up with the guys who were in the 
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hallway when they said, okay -- when they finally 
made contact, then we knew how we were getting 
out. They were getting out by going up. 43 

made -- I didn't have that kind of view, so I 
didn't know how we were going out at this point, 


were we going from the sides, from below or what. 


Finally 43, okay, yeah, we're getting 
up. Come up the stairs. Okay. Go up the 
stairs. I sent Bacon up. One guy from 43, 
Lieutenant Rohan, came in, came down the stairs. 


I know Glen. I said, "Glen, glad to see you. 


How are you?" He said, "How are you?" I said, 
"T'm all right." 

I said, "Listen, I've got two guys 
below here that we've got to get out somewhere." 
I showed him my flashlight. I said, "I'd dig 
right below here, but I'm afraid to touch 
anything. I'm afraid the rest of this is going 


to come down." 


That's when he told me -- he said, 
"Well, there's not much left on top of here." I 
still was just like -- it was indescribable. 


There's not much left up here. 


Anyway, he came in. I didn't want two 
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guys standing on top of this half landing, 
because I was afraid it was going to collapse. 


There's a crack in the floor, and I said, "We 


have to enlarge this a little bit. If we enlarge 
this, then I think we can get them out of there." 

I asked them, "If we enlarge this 
crack, can you guys get out of there?" They 
said, "Yeah." One guy, Jimmy -- keep in mind, 
he's the younger kid. He said, "Yeah, I can just 
crawl through that." 

This other guy, Jeff Coniglio, who is 
always making jokes about his weight, he said, 


Lieutenant, there is no way the fattest man on 


the job is going to fit through that hole." I 


just said, well, thank God he's making jokes 


about this because I'm about to collapse. I'm 


about to lose it. I said he's making jokes; I 


know his spirits are good. 


Basically then Glen enlarged the hol 
He also, through his construction experience, 
recognized that there was an elevator shaft 
alongside of him and was able to, with the 


Halligan -- that wall there was not cinder block; 


it was sheetrock. So they banged a hole through 
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that and passed a rope down and then were able to 
crawl up through there and get those two guys 
out. 

These two guys came out, and then Glen 
Rohan and one guy from rescue and 53 and 43 came 


down. Through the elevator shaft or somehow or 


other -- I'm not exactly sure how they wer 


able to find Chief Prunty, but of course at this 


time he had passed. They just said, forget him, 


he's gone. I don't think they got him out of 


there for a couple days. 


QO. Who pierced the sheetrock wall? 
A. Glen Rohan, Glen Rohan. 
QO. And where did he puncture it and for 


what reason? He was above you? 
A. He basically at this point was -- I'm 


not a hundred percent sure of what happened, but 


he looked down and he was trying to figure out 


how he was going to get these two guys up 
because -- Coniglio from his view would give you 
a better understanding, because I was kind of 
standing behind. The wall next to them was 
double sheetrock. He recognized that. Like I 


said, I think he used to work construction. He 


J. Mc 


said, "We can go through 
I know it had 


puncturing that wall. L 
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this." 
something to do with 


ike I said, I never saw 


exactly where they were, 


two guys on t 


this is enough. With hi 


hat half landing. 


because I didn't want 
I said one guy on 


s flashlight he looked 


down. I was 


kind of standing on the stairs at 


this point. He gav 


"Listen, this is the bes 
I thi 


don't know exactly what 


debris. Maybe there was 
that way. Maybe it was easy toe 
hole. He told me once befor 


them directions. 


nk it just 


He said, 


way to do it." 


was an easier way. I 


he saw. Maybe there was 


no way they could get up 


nlarge that 


but I never 


f 


followed exactly how they got out. 


So basically then after they mad 


contact or when they found Chief Prunty's body, 


there wasn't too much el 
out was now going to be 
to b 


We told 


a rescu 


se to do. Getting him 


recovery; it wasn't going 


them upstairs what was 


ded som nt to 


going on and that they n 
get him out. 


At th 


quipm 


out of there. They didn 


same time they wanted everybody 


"ct want anybody in there 
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because -—- 
Q. They were afraid of collapse? 
A. Uh-huh, especially since he was gone 


there wasn't much sense. 


I walked out at that point and just 
kind of looked around. I saw the devastation. 
It was just mind-boggling just something you 


couldn't imagine. Both these building were down. 


Granted, they were both on fire when we walked 


in, but they were still the World Trade Center. 


When you come out, it looked like something out 
of a war movie. It looked like something in a 
picture of Nagasaki or something, blocks and 


blocks of rubble. 


QO. You can't believe it. 

A. No, especially in that area. I used to 
work in the south Bronx before. This was -- 

QO. Lower Manhattan. 

A. Richest area in the world. 


I just climbed out of there and 


followed the ropes down, followed the I beams up 


and over. At the same time we were walking out, 


and sure enough, that building was still 


involved. I'm like, is it going to come down 
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next? 
Just when you thought it was over, 


you're walking by this building and you're 


hearing this building creak and fully involved in 


flames. It's like, is it coming down next? Sure 


enough, about half an hour later it came down. 
QO. No kidding. 


A. I mean, thank God everybody was out of 


there at that point. 


I just wandered around, found my men, 


told them that everybody was out, everybody was 


okay. 

Q. You got all your guys? 

A. Everybody was out. That's the most 
amazing thing about it. We were all there. We 


hear of all the companies that lost total 
companies. That's the strange thing about it was 


when you came out that you just had this 


tremendous joy that you survived it. 
At the same time you heard the numbers 


of people missing, you're talking about like 50 


companies, you're talking about 300 people. No, 
they're going to find them. They found me, found 


us. It's going to be -- 
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The next thing it's the next day or so 


and nobody was found and you realize that was it. 
QO. You walked out of the building. You 
walked down that depression and up? 
A. Yeah. 
QO. You came out like north of the north 


tower? You were up around Vesey Street somewher 


over here next to the fire building, the building 
that was burning? You walked up this way and you 
found your guys on Vesey? 

A. Yeah, I think I walked down Vesey or 


whatever and down here. 


QO. To West Street and then north? 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. Where did you wind up? Going to the 
hospital or went to quarters? 

A. I stayed there for a while. Where is 


Stuyvesant High School? 


QO. It's over here someplac 
A. I walked. And there was some other 


school up here, College of Insurance? No, it was 


north of there. I walked up here somewhere, and 


I think a lot of guys where is everybody at 


this point? Were they over here? Murray? 
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Q. Yeah, I think the staging area was 


somewhere in her 


A. Right around here, and this seemed like 
miles, because it was just -- I walked up here, 
kind of stayed here for a while. I was looking 


for some people. Then I ran into two guys, and 


they said they were up here somewhere. So I 


walked up there and I found them and basically 
just told -- saw people. 

I stayed there for a while, and people 
started telling me about people that were missing 


and stuff. Oh, they're going to find them. 


They're going to find them somewhere. They're in 


the voids and stuff. 


Then finally I walked back, because the 


command post was set up somewhere. I just wanted 
to let everybody know at the command post that we 
were all okay and were found and everything is 
all right. So I checked in at the command post, 
let everybody know that everybody was fine. 

Then there was the triage unit or 


whatever, the medical unit, and I just had my 


eyes washed out, because they were just filled 


with dust. I just wanted to get the dust out, 
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because I had scratched the cornea once befor 


and I didn't want to go through that again. So 


they cleaned it out and they said everything was 


fine. I said, good, okay, let's go. 


I basically stayed there, I guess, 


until 6:30, 7:00. Then 16 Truck was coming back, 
and I said, okay, I'm going to go back to the 
firehouse. Basically that was it. I came back 


here. 


Unbelievable. 
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I have a question to ask you. When you 


first came in the lobby and whoever told you to 


go up and join up with the other engine, what did 


you think they were telling you to do? Fight the 
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fire? Bring your rollups? This was going to be 


like a firefighting thing? I was wondering what 


their thought process was. 
A. Their assignment was to head up the 


stairway and do what you can. 


QO. That's it. 

A. My mind at this point was, all right, 
we're not -- I don't think we're going to be able 
to put this fire out. If I get up there -- I 


mean, 80 floors, this is not going to be -- 
Q. It's going to be a long time. 
A. This is not going to be a one- or 


two-line operation. 


QO. Right. 
A. Let's just get some men up there. 
Maybe we can hook up a couple two and a halves. 


Our primary thing is obviously life. If we see 


people that can't walk out, then we have to carry 


them out. 


I don't know of any engine company -- I 


don't know the closest people got up. In your 


experience what was the highest anybody got up? 


QO. 40th floor I think is the highest I 


heard, the 40th floor. I think the squad or the 
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rescue or somebody reached the 40th floor. 


didn't hear anything above that. 


Most guys 
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But I 


reached about 31. The early companies that got 


there were on around the 30th floo 


S 


The companies were basically on the 


31st or 33rd floor, something like that. The 


quickest-running companies, the ones that reached 


the highest, when the order was given to get 


of the north tower, and then they reversed a 


they came down. 


I did hear a story. The story was 


most of the companies that I interviewed, 


out 


nd 


anyhow, 


got up to about the 31st floor before the south 


tower collapsed, and then they got orders to 


start reversing and come down. 


A. Do you know what chief was on the 31st 


floor in the north tower? I'm not sure. 


Q. No. I think that they were telling me 
some chief. They didn't recognize what chief it 
was. The people that told me from 6 Engine, he 


didn't recognize the chief. I'm tryi 


ng to think. 


Because like the local chiefs were down to the 


lobby or something like that. 


These were like secondary chiefs that 
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made it up and were runni 


LYNN 


36 


ng around inside the 


building and that got tha 


t message on the command 


channel. Then they started telling people, "Get 
out. Get out. We're not going up anymore." 
I can't remember what guys told me. I 


don't remember them telling me Chief so-and-so. 


I think they were more or less saying a chief was 
up there, and he told us get out. 
That's about it? 
A. That's about it 
QO. That's about it 
CHIEF MALKIN: It's now 2215 hours. I 
thank the lieutenant for this interview. 
This is the conclusion of the interview. 


